Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRAGUE 03118 280638Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-15 COME-OO EB-08 STR-05 TRSE-00 /097 W 

084190 290125Z/13 

R 271537Z OCT 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4003 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
USINT HAVANA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 

UNCLAS PRAGUE 3118 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, PFOR, CZ, CU 

SUBJECT: NEW CUBAN-CZECHOSLOVAK TRADE PROTOCOL 
REF: 76 PRAGUE 2857 

1 . A NEW CUBAN-CZECHOSLOVAK TRADE PROTOCOL (PRESUMABLY 
FOR 1978 ONLY) WAS SIGNED HERE ON OCTOBER 24 BY CUBAN 
DEPUTY FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER MANUEL ESTAFANIA SEOANE 
AND HIS CZECHOSLOVAK COUNTERPART, FRANTISEK ZUREK. FEW 
DETAILS HAVE BEEN MADE PUBLIC, BUT RUDE PRAVO REPORTS 
THAT THE VOLUME OF GOODS EXCHANGED WILL BE 49 PERCENT 
HIGHER THAN IN 1977 AND VALUE WILL TOTAL "ALMOST 105 
MILLION RUBLES.'’ CSSR WILL SHIP MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT 
AND CHEMICAL AND CONSUMER INDUSTRY PRODUCTS, WHEREAS 
CUBA WILL SHIP MAINLY CITRUS FRUIT, UNREFINED SUGAR, 

NICKEL, COPPER AND CHROMIUM. 
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2. COMMENT: EVEN IF TWO-WAY TRADE DOES RISE BY 
PREDICTED 49 PERCENT, CZECHOSLOVAK'S TRADE WITH 
CUBA WILL STILT. BE AMONG LOWEST WITH ANY CEMA 
PARTNER (REFTEL). 
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